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Abstract: Regarding Terry Eagleton’s The Idea of Culture, two issues are still
worth exploring. First, what is the main thread that runs throughout the book?
Second, in what way can we explain the tension between the “common culture,”
which Eagleton emphasizes on the one hand, and the culture that Eagleton describes
as having grown “immodest and overweening” on the other hand? Many people
have misinterpreted Eagleton’s views and claimed that, to him, the importance of
culture is on the wane. Is that true? In order to answer that question, we need to
deem as a point of entry what Eagleton calls “culture in crisis.” Although his idea
of “common culture” is derived from Raymond Williams, Eagleton has further
developed the theory of common culture into which he has incorporated the element
of “taste.” He sees taste as tantamount to the “commonality of belief and action,”
and it is precisely this kind of public spirit that constitutes the quintessence of

common culture.
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