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Title: Exploring the Heliotropic Life Aesthetics and the Ethical Concern as
Conceived by Both A. S. Byatt and Shen Congwen

Abstract: The encounter between A. S. Byatt and Shen Congwen, though
seemingly serendipitous, is rooted in their integration of “heliotropism” with life,
nature, art, and culture in their journeys of reading imagination and geographic
discoveries. This integration formed a “heliotropic life aesthetics” that resists
individual existential anxieties and national survival crises. However, while
existing scholarship has examined their “heliotropic imagination” or “life poetics”
respectively, it has largely overlooked their convergences as a whole and neglected
the crucial ethical dimension. By looking into their shared “heliotropism,” the
present paper seeks to explore the core characteristics and narrative forms of their
life aesthetics, specifically revealing its inherent ethical concern. It is through
their enquiries into such paradoxical issues as life and death, light and shadow,
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stillness and flux, home-leaving and home-coming, that the two writers achieve
the transposition of self and the other, thus forging a profound connection with the
outside world. Drawing strength from their “heliotropic odyssey” across intersecting
cultures and ideas, they offer rich intellectual resources and artistic paradigms for
reconstructing an open and diversified “heliotropic metaphor.”
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ethical concern
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HEUMRIERFEILH (A S. Byatt) B HEHFMAIENEA “HHEM”
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SHERIIRAZ” HEE /N7 MR FMEEERE, T HEERRAIE
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BB CCRIED” 486) o JEIRZE T AR BT Y AR, BETEAE
AL “HRFEERALIRG NK” , BN R R HETTE Zbr, 2
FHTRREBCNFEE 20 BT AN 1 5 58 18 i e )
KiF— IR TERAFMERBRRELESEMMEE” Bk 2100 . fEXH
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Criticism: A Basic Theory” 190) . “Z&5384— 74 & B IE S ALl ” ,
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BRI PIAERE H FHE=R” (179, 181) o JLASCAE (KUY — 3N
“RIEET BHP: RS ERUF R AR R s ANy XA AR A
AR E S, ROV S ER R RIE, BURII R R R S AR ¢ (G
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R P, RIONZAR N S %7 AR ik Bk oUE o AR A SEA (Ash) 2
MG RIR Y Hig KA IR E R 2 HAER LR (CTEBRAR 2 ik
FwA) WL Eai R A" (the Mighty Ash) FRIRH “BalaBaR
/ EAERAE”  (Possession 261) o DR 2 % E “ 5H7 RGBT
SYERE, WKREFHZNW, HAZOE SN, Ea e ARE SH, MEREH
MEJEIRA RN . BHARMERI K Z /e ), LLAS YA AR, EJHE
HUEER=E

H5RJREE, RS Em B E 2 EmMEZ o A/ EA
MR EmILR S, O BAT N ESRE BRI A R, A S
WA B RBVESE . AD23g BRI GAID)  (TRFEY A (I &/l
HH IR A S 38 SE R AE SRR, AR R IR G Tk ST AR Hh 52 B 47 T A7 Je
¥y 2, HIZRE T B A drak f, BN S A, TSR E R
A filn,  GA¥k) hERFREEEAET. WA EMARE, (B4R
B AR AR RTF . “B) 74K, IBAIEH TraE, XEHEE 77, I
ANEAJETN AT AR SRR MRS O BOE L R SR RREESR I E RN K
AR, WEF R ROk 7 C Ghyg) 282) X, WP NEER “H
&7 DL ROSCAR 1)« B 5 7 #AE TR “ B NI D= AE A BA S (5k
FEl 17D o X, WASCHOEEA “RmRE” , PR NE T T Ak
BOC (— g3k o “— U REDE A, IHBPK T FI . N AL
BIFH TR, BAmER LS LHAEL” C“—mdx” 6 o fEftiEdr

1 2 R.Van Den Broek, The Myth of the Phoenix: According to Classical and Early Christian Tra-
ditions, translated by I. Seeger, Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1972, 146-147+187.

2 G ER L A CARRY AR IR ERER AR 9 OGS Y PEIR LR (LA )
235 400 Z 5.



394 | Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 9, No. 2, June 2025

PIFEALIS Z], A AR SR ES Fa 1Al BH R A2, RIS 70 26 B8 v iy 1] < 32 32 9 o8 0y 215 (1)
KRG, WEEE B “EA MR B, BRI AT
RAESR” 9-10) o 1949 4F )5, A ST BIE R ) i SCAb e 5, 9 A XU
A R i) B E B AR ) T2 SRR LA 05 |t AR Ui RUELAE, BB ik
SEA (e ) FLRIRFEIEENRE BB RIARE, BRI BEA, YRiEe
MEHRIBAS, AT A ANRERQIEREEHSE S, FRAFMKE” Gl
ANHISCAE) 119-120) .

v LPTR, FEIEASRSTLMSCTE “TIBR2Z k" diHy “HBE” LB, 5
MDA SR . Al AT 160 B 2 v TR AR T R B 16 R 22, S AR U A
RSP LE fir B R RO TR PR3, b 050 X R A7 B TR V) 6. R )
2R, PEMCCIRE <A — VI E B T BER 07 CRPHTTGZE) 92)
SFEJERE T RN IR R T A ISR, TH ) ¢ AR, e
BENTIR” , “AEETNE” (Possession 261) o 1B R M54 T ATkt
A IS, R A RSB SRR, T A 66 552 2.
RTINS, SRR L, BN T BB, ST T A
PATIS T EIR
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