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Title: Probing into Fu Xiuyan’s Narrative Studies of Things

Abstract: Professor Fu Xiuyan is one of the earliest and the most prominent
theorists and practitioners in China of narrative studies of things. Fu has made three
important contributions in this field. Firstly, it is he who has laid the foundation
for narrative research of things in China by initially proposing that “literature is
not only about humans, but also about things” and by his ongoing exploration of
the narratological functions of things. Secondly, he argues for the three modes
of listening for thingness, which is an apt illustration of how a Chinese scholar
can contribute to the world’s academic discourse. Finally, by combining the local
traditions and the international perspectives, he has created the kind of material
ecocritical discourse that is both locally and practically oriented.
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