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Abstract: This article attempts to start from the context of the “New Enlightenment”
in China in the 1980s, from cybernetics, systems theory, and information theory
as the technological discourses and ideological paradigms of the 1980s, and from
media transformation of narrative forms, modes, and power relationships, to provide
an overall review of Fu Xiuyan’s academic journey. In order to reconstruct Chinese
narratology based on the systems theory, Fu Xiuyan has built a comprehensive
discussion of narrative patterns across media and multiple disciplines through
liberating narratology from the narrow structuralist school of the West, through
discussions on methodology, through sensory transformations of narrative modes
among visual, auditory, olfactory, and gustatory senses, and through going beyond

the postcolonial paradigm. He has also dedicated to a systematic reading and
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modern interpretation of Chinese literary traditions through multiple senses. And
then we can say he has established the ontological, epistemological, and ethical
values of narratology in the context of “how to be a human being today.”
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