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Title: On the Localization Choice of Tie Ning’s Novels in the Twenty-first Century:
Rereading Clumsy Flower

Abstract: Clumsy Flower, a novel by Tie Ning, embodies the turn toward literary
localization in Chinese novel writing at the beginning of the new century. Firstly, set
in the turbulent late Qing and Republican eras, the narrative centers on the residents
of Clumsy Flower Village and their multifaceted ethical choices—cultural, political,
religious, and personal—projecting the enduring spirit of the Chinese nation.
Secondly, Clumsy Flower does not reject the Western modern civilization and the
Christian tradition, meanwhile critically examines the Japanese civilization, aiming
to construct a modern civilization of the Chinese nation. Thirdly, Clumsy Flower is
dedicated to continuing and transforming the narrative tradition of Chinese classical
novels represented by Dream of the Red Chamber, consequently promoting the
contemporary construction of Chinese novel’s national form. As such, the work
offers significant insights for contemporary Chinese literature in the new era.
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