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Title: Individuality and Community: Ethical Consciousness in Tie Ning’s Clumsy
Flower from a Historical Perspective

Abstract: Situated within the transforming landscape of early twentieth-century
rural China, Tie Ning’s Clumsy Flower explores how individuals face ethical
dilemmas shaped by war, patriarchy, and social change. This paper applies ethical
literary criticism to examine the novel’s portrayal of relationships between the
individual and the collective across four dimensions: gender identity, moral choice,
generational transition, and community life. The first section considers how the
male figures of Xiang Xi, Xiang Gui, and Xiang Wencheng struggle to balance
family obligations with national responsibility. The second examines the ethical
subjectivity of Tong Ai, Shun Rong, and Shi Yuchan, whose fates are defined by the
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wife—concubine hierarchy. The third focuses on Qu Deng, Mei Ge, and Xiao Aozi,
younger women who experience ethical awakening amid war, desire, and spiritual
change. Finally, the paper turns to Benhua village itself, showing how its flexible
moral order enables survival while concealing structural injustice. By weaving
together personal stories and historical ethics, this study highlights how Clumsy
Flower reframes questions of ethical subjectivity and moral complexity in modern
Chinese history.
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