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Abstract: Chinese writer Tie Ning is widely recognized for her prolific literary
achievements and numerous awards. In 2015, she was awarded the French
Chevalier de I’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres, becoming the first Chinese female
writer to receive this honor. Tie Ning has always been dedicated to the exploration
of ethical issues and the construction of a national moral framework, and her works
profoundly depict the pursuit of human ideals, spiritual conflicts, and existential
dilemmas. Her novel The Bathing Women (2000) is set against the narrative
background of revolutionary ethics during the Cultural Revolution, portraying
women’s ethical dilemmas and subjective choices under historical constraints,

while also showcasing their psychological exploration of childhood trauma and
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self-reflection. Based on the theory of ethical literary criticism, this paper returns to
the historical ethical context, focusing on the interplay between the human factor
and the animal factor among the “daughters” within the disorder of family ethics.
Through a multidimensional examination of historical, moral, and psychological
dimensions, it examines the viable paths to moral redemption and contemplates
their edifying significance.
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