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Title: Social Structure Transformation and Daily Narration: A Writing Analysis of
Tie Ning’s Novels

Abstract: This study employs the theoretical framework of social structural
transformation to examine Tie Ning’s literary construction of quotidian existence,
revealing how her literary creation responds to three major propositions of China’s
modernization process: gender, rural-urban dynamics, and human nature. In terms
of gender narrative, Tie Ning transcends conventional gender and urban-rural
dichotomies through a distinctive “third-gender perspective,” presenting the life
course of the female characters in her works with cold and empathetic strokes.
These textual representations illuminate the complex interplay of female body
narratives, moral dilemmas, and awakening of subjectivity during periods of social
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model transition. Regarding the city-country narrative, Tie Ning reconstructs urban-
rural relations in modernization through the conceptual lens of “rural subjectivity.”
Her works not only reveal the erosion of rural ethics by urban encroachment but also
explore the cultural resilience of rural societies in the interstices of modernization.
At the level of humanistic exploration, Tie Ning’s works focus on the subtle glory
of human nature, and through three-dimensional and complex characterization,
she explores the dignity of human beings in the fissure of history and the eternal
value of the spiritual home. Her novels serve not merely as faithful chronicles of
the era, but a spiritual expedition about “what makes a man a man.” Through the
resonance between historical torrents and individual destinies, Tie Ning’s literary
creations achieve dual significance: they present both an epic portrayal of social
transformation and a philosophical inquiry into the essence of humanity.
Keywords: Tie Ning; third-gender perspective; social change; daily life; female
writing
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