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Abstract: Beyond literary creation, Tie Ning has produced a large number of
reflections on writing—through interviews, essays, and commentaries on literary
phenomena—as well as interpretations of cultural policies. These literary thoughts
run throughout her creative and professional career. Her earliest writings on creation
can be traced back to 1982. In these works, she developed aesthetic notions such
as “purity,” “warmth,” and “the everyday world of human life,” alongside creative
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techniques of “the expression of thought,” “constructive ambiguity,” and “restraint.”
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The concept “literature as light” represents her most significant literary view,
highlighting “the weight of reading” as essential to people’s spiritual life. As a
female writer, Tie Ning also proposed a transcendent “third-gender perspective” in
the context of women’s writing. Moreover, she skillfully balanced and transformed
her dual identity as a writer and as Chairwoman of the China Writers Association,
demonstrating leadership in both creative and institutional domains. In her role
as Chairwoman, she articulated cultural policies extensively. Tie Ning’s creative
discourse, critical discourse, and policy discourse are not separate or isolated,
but rather closely connected and intertwined, together forming her profound and
dynamic literary thought.
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