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Abstract: In his neo-Victorian novel English Passengers, contemporary British
author Matthew Kneale traces the history of Tasmania over nearly half a century
through a carefully constructed dual narrative. In this novel, Kneale parodies the
Imperial Gothic literary tradition prevalent in late nineteenth-century England,
which combines colonial adventure and gothic elements. Through this parody,
Kneale reviews the mechanism by which imperialist discourse constructs racial
otherness, disclosing the colonial violence and trauma wrought by the brutal system
of governance in Tasmania. He also provides an alternative model of survival in the
form of a pluralistic community, thereby redefining the concept of “going native”
and criticizing the latent racism underlying the pervasive regression anxieties in

Imperial Gothic novels.
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1 2l Benjamin Madley, “From Terror to Genocide: Britain’s Tasmanian Penal Colony and Austra-
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