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Abstract: Vladimir Biti, a renowned scholar of comparative literature, published
Perpetrators’ Legacies.: Post-Imperial Condition in Sebald and McEwan in 2025.
With acute insight, the author identifies a crucial shared experience between W. G.
Sebald and Ian McEwan: both are descendants of imperial perpetrators and thus
bear the inherited weight of empires. Drawing on interdisciplinary methodologies—
including philosophy, psychology, and literary criticism—he conducts an in-depth

examination of the colonial histories and violent logics of the German and British
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empires and offers a profound analysis of the ethico-political entanglements shaping
post-imperial society in Germany and Britain as reflected in their literary writings.
The book reveals the distinct nature of each writer’s imperial legacies and how
they explore different paths toward disentangling themselves from their historical
implications through literature. This is a groundbreaking work of comparative
study that, through a unique interdisciplinary approach and from a post-imperial
perspective, integrates ethical-political inquiry, historical investigation, and textual
analysis to offer a revisionist study of the two authors and their literary works.
Keywords: Perpetrators’ Legacies; Vladimir Biti; W. G. Sebald; lan McEwan;
imperial legacies; post-imperial literature

Author: Wu Jinjin is Professor at the School of Foreign Languages, Southeast
University (Nanjing 211189, China). Her academic research focuses on British
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