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Abstract: The dissemination of The Book of Songs on the Korean Peninsula is, in
essence, one of the most quintessential instances of the transcultural acceptance of a
canonical text during the formation of the East Asian Sinosphere. It was not merely
transmitted by a one-dimensional text; but also through various forms and methods
such as official institutionalization, educational academization and localized
translation. And it has ultimately been internalized as an integral part of Korean

national culture. The Book of Songs has profoundly permeated various literary
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genres in Korea, including Sinitic poetry, sijo (Korean lyric poetry), gasa (narrative
verse) and novels. By quoting its phrases, lines and titles and imagery, Korean poets
have not only enriched the linguistic and semantic connotation of their works but
also inherited the tradition of “poetry expresses aspirations” (shi yan zhi) and the
artistic modes of “narrative, analogy, and association” (fu bi xing). This practice
has promoted the flourishing of Sinitic poetry and facilitated the transmission and
localization of Confucian culture in Korea. Consequently, The Book of Songs served
as a vital bridge connecting Chinese and Korean cultures.
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