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Title: China’s Perspective and Theoretical Self-Consciousness: A Study of Liu
Jianjun’s Intellectual Framework of the “Sinicization of Foreign Literature”

Abstract: This paper systematically examines Liu Jianjun’s theoretical construction
and academic significance regarding the “sinicization of foreign literature.” Liu
Jianjun’s theoretical framework is built on three pillars: first, by distinguishing
between “foreign literature in its original form” and “foreign literature in China,” he
identifies a dynamically evolving local cultural phenomenon that truly exists in the

Chinese cultural context as an independent research object, thereby fundamentally
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establishing the subjectivity and legitimacy of Chinese scholars in their research.
Second, he pioneered the dynamic connection between the century-long history
of foreign literature reception and China’s grand narrative of the “three-step”
modernization drive—from “standing up” and “growing rich” to “becoming
strong”—endowing the disciplinary history with a profound historical materialist
dimension and a national orientation. Third, he takes the theory of sinicization
of Marxism as the top-level guiding ideology, reinterpreting and expounding
foreign literature from the perspective of contemporary Chinese Marxist stance
and discourse to better serve cultural construction in the new era. Liu Jianjun’s
academic contributions offer important insights into understanding the theoretical
consciousness of contemporary Chinese literary research and provide a significant
disciplinary example for constructing a discourse system of philosophy and social
sciences with Chinese characteristics.
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