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Abstract: Approaching the Features of Urbanization in 21°-Century American
Fiction (2026), coauthored by Yang Jincai and other scholars, is a pioneering
Chinese study to systematically explore the interplay between contemporary
American literature and its urban culture in the 21* century. Focusing on more than
40 representative 21*-century U.S. novels, the book maps a dual process in which
literature and the city mutually construct one another. The work is distinguished by
its clear trajectory: it moves from literary-textual interpretation to the production
of an indigenous Chinese intellectual system, and finally to the intervention of
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literary criticism in urban development and governance. Methodologically, it sets
an exemplary model that not only foregrounds a Chinese perspective on American
literature but also inaugurates a new research paradigm. Interdisciplinarily, it
integrates urban studies into literary inquiry, examining how literary narratives
bear the problems of urban governance through sociological and geographical
lenses. Ethically, it fuses the aesthetic gaze of literary study with public-ethical
interpretation, insisting that literature does not merely depict the city but actively
participates in the representation of urbanization. In so doing, the book expands
the frontiers of literary scholarship and reveals the ethical values embedded in the
representations of urbanization.
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