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Abstract: In the mid-twentieth century, the British scholar C. P. Snow raised
the issue of the divide between scientific and literary cultures. In response
to this well-known “Snow Problem,” Jiang Chengyong has, since the 1980s,
consciously incorporated concepts and methods from systems theory, psychology,
and related disciplines, situating nineteenth-century canonical literature within a
multidisciplinary framework. Through renewed interpretations of classic texts,
he has expanded the scope of research and promoted paradigm shifts in literary
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studies. Emphasizing the historical character of the nineteenth century as an “Age
of Science,” Jiang elucidates how the rational spirit, empirical methodologies,
and analogical modes of thought of the natural sciences shaped realism’s mimetic
and truth-seeking orientations. He further clarifies the intrinsic connections and
mechanisms of influence linking scientific progress, literary movements, and the
rise of the novel. In methodological terms, Jiang adopts the study of the human
as a unifying framework, integrating modern scientific findings from biology
and psychology to examine the formation and transformation of “the human,”
with particular attention to the profound changes that occurred when the human
was incorporated into scientific discourse in the nineteenth century, thereby
deepening the study of realism and naturalism. At the level of scholarly practice,
Jiang employs psychological structural analysis, systems-theoretical models, and
cultural personality studies to offer new interpretations of major writers and literary
figures, such as Stendhal, Balzac, Goethe, and Byron. Characterized by systematic
and interdisciplinary research, Jiang Chengyong’s scholarship has broadened the
academic horizon of nineteenth-century Western literary studies, provided a new
theoretical framework for the study of canonical literature, and achieved profound
innovations in both research paradigms and scholarly discourse.
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