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Abstract: Taking “the human” as a guiding motif, Jiang Chengyong interprets
the Western literary tradition and advances an overarching framework of
historiographical significance: he posits Greco-Hebraic culture as a deep structure,
foregrounds the complementarity of desire and reason, and, through a lens
of continuity and variation, traces the evolution of ideas of the human across
major stages of Western literature. Methodologically, he develops an analytical
framework of literary anthropology in dialogue with intellectual history and related
fields. On this basis, he proposes a mode of literary-historical writing organized
around conceptions of human nature, presenting Western literary history as the
development of humanistic spirit in Western society. His work exemplifies the
original perspectives and scholarly paradigms Chinese scholars bring to human-

centered approaches in Western literary studies.
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