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Title: Zhou Guisheng’s Ethical Narrative Choices on the Theme of Crime in Late
Qing Detective Fiction

Abstract: As a pioneer in translating and introducing Western detective fiction
during the late Qing dynasty, Zhou Guisheng was among the first to advocate the
ethical value of Western detective fiction. He treated Western detective fiction as
a textual sample embodying modern Western judicial ethics. He further clarified
the truth-seeking spirit and scientific methodology as the primary ethical choices
in detectives’ crime investigation, which subverted the trial model and traditional
judicial ethics embodied in Chinese classical gong’an fiction. By emphasizing
the crucial role Western detectives played in protecting human rights and civil
rights, Zhou put forward detectives’ innovative ethical identity and ethical claims
as a means of reforming the social and ethical order in late Qing. In his short
story Shanghai Detective Case, Zhou for the first time created the image of a
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Chinese local detective, “Bao Tan.” As a relatively independent subject of crime
investigation, Bao Tan’s ethical identity embodies both progressive and limited
dimensions. Nevertheless, the investigator figure and ethical choices represented by
Bao Tan, grounded in the framework of a modern judicial system, opened up new
narrative possibilities and ethical foundations for the creation of subsequent local
detective fiction.
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