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Title: An Exploration of the Ethical Connotations of Lime Sculpture Decoration in
Traditional Cantonese Architecture

Abstract: As an important ornament of traditional architecture in the Cantonese
region of Lingnan, lime sculpture is not only a carrier of regional aesthetics and
folk beliefs, but also a visual apparatus of materialized ethics. Moving beyond the
functional interpretation of auspicious symbolism, this paper introduces cultural
studies theories and constructs the three-tier analytical framework of representation-
discourse-subject. Starting from figure, flower-and-bird, and landscape motifs, it
explores the internal logic of lime sculpture’s involvement in ethical construction.
The study finds that lime sculpture visualizes the ethical norms of moral
enlightenment, secular life ethics, and human-land ethics by using symbols,
composition, and color as representational codes. Relying on the deployment of
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highly visible spatial discourse, ethical norms are naturalized and legitimized
in daily viewing. Ultimately, through mirror identification and interpellative
structure, it produces ethical subjects endowed with clan responsibility, secular
aspirations, and homeland sentiment. Thus, lime sculpture becomes a key medium
for ethical expression, providing a material-cultural approach to understanding
the ethical functions of traditional architectural ornamentation and answering the
interdisciplinary inquiry into how ethics can be made visible.
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