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Title: Paradigm Innovation and Theoretical Breakthrough: The Theoretical
Contribution of 4 Study of Contemporary Western Unnatural Narratology

Abstract: A Study of Contemporary Western Unnatural Narratology, authored
primarily by Shang Biwu, represents a significant contribution to the frontier studies
of postclassical narratology by constructing a systematic theoretical framework
for unnatural narratology. Employing the core concept of “unnatural element,” the
book integrates Richardson’s “anti-mimetic” theory with Alber’s “impossibility”

theory to clarify the definition and criteria of unnatural narratives at both the local
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and global levels, forming a complete theoretical chain from conceptual definition
and characteristic analysis to interpretive strategies and disciplinary dialogue.
Methodologically, the book combines cognitive narratology, rhetorical narratology,
and postcolonial theory to establish an interdisciplinary research paradigm that is
both scientific and humanistic, while extending the object of study from postmodern
fiction to diverse genres and media such as drama, poetry, picturebooks, and Al
narratives. By directly addressing core controversies and thoroughly exploring the
contemporary issue of artificial intelligence narrative, this work not only realizes a
paradigm innovation in narrative theory but also provides new analytical tools and
an academic model for literary criticism.
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